GLEN EMERALD PADDLERS
Glen Emerald Lake
Access maintenance and secure kayak storage proposal
To DeKalb County Recreation, Parks & Cultural Affairs
From Daniel Gutierrez, proposed Glen Emerald Paddlers organizer
Approval requested
I am asking RPCA for written permission to hand-clear overgrowth at one existing County-created shoreline access and to place a small, removable, lockable kayak rack beside it. I will organize the volunteers, fund and maintain the rack, and build and maintain a community website. The proposed 60-day pilot gives the County a defined scope and a named person responsible for the work.
Access maintenance: authorize limited hand-clearing within the existing access footprint. The access is already identified; I can supply current photographs and a marked image for staff review.
Secure kayak storage: approve a small rack on the land side of that access, subject to a written design and location review. No installation or boat storage begins before that approval.
Scope and County control
RPCA would confirm vegetation limits, timing, debris disposal, volunteer waivers, insurance, and any site walk. The rack submission will include dimensions, materials, anchoring, lock and owner-tag arrangements, ownership, inspection, and removal terms. The rack must leave paths and emergency access clear and require no new launch or shoreline construction.
The pilot excludes tree removal, grading, excavation, herbicide, power tools, utilities, and work near the dam or spillway. It does not authorize rentals, public storage, recurring paddling events, fishing, or stocking. RPCA may change, suspend, or end the pilot.
Volunteer responsibilities
Use hand tools only on vegetation named in the written scope; preserve trees and native vegetation identified by staff, and dispose of cut material as RPCA directs.
Keep the access orderly, lock and inventory stored kayaks, inspect the rack, and remove it promptly if directed. Record attendance, litter removed, hazards, and dated before-and-after photographs in 30-day and 60-day reports.
For any later approved paddling, require everyone to wear a properly fitted U.S. Coast Guard-approved PFD while on the water. Use daylight and weather limits, buddy practices, no alcohol or motors, and exclusions around the dam, spillway, utilities, and closures.
Requested response
Please identify the responsible RPCA contact and confirm the volunteer requirements and rack review process. I can then provide the access photographs and rack sketch for a written decision. I am also willing to organize a Friends of the Park or adopt-the-park group through the County’s existing process.


The lake and its recreation history
The DeKalb History Center traces the site to the Carroll family’s roughly 200-acre property off Bouldercrest Road. In 1935 William Edward Carroll began a 42-acre recreation development with three lakes, a pool, gardens, picnic areas, stables, and riding paths. The account describes dams on a tributary to Intrenchment Creek, a hatchery, and ponds stocked with bream and bullfrogs. These are historical facts about the private development, not evidence of today’s fishery or permission to stock.
The 1949 aerial shows the lake, its island, and a road around the rim. The History Center describes preservation efforts and transfer to DeKalb around 1999. The compiled imagery shows the 2022–23 drawdown and dam work, followed by a refilled lake in October 2023. History Underfoot’s lidar-based depth research remains a modeled estimate, not a bathymetric survey or a finding that the lake is safe to navigate.
A basis for reviewing kayaking and fishing
A County park master-plan document describes Glen Emerald as a wooded neighborhood park with water access, a wide concrete path to the lake, and steep grades near the water. That supports considering careful use of existing access. A paddle-only club would require no fuel, motor, or permanent launch. A controlled rack could reduce repeated boat carrying and keep stored boats out of paths. Current conditions and permission remain for RPCA to determine.
County rules prohibit swimming in park lakes. Any club paddling would follow a separate written authorization and the safeguards on page one. Fishing is also a separate question: RPCA and Georgia DNR should confirm whether bank or paddle fishing is allowed, applicable licenses and advisories, and whether habitat or stocking assessment is appropriate. The historic fishing booklet is an outdated lead, not current authorization; the group will not stock fish or move organisms independently.
A community website maintained by the club
The accompanying Glen Emerald Paddlers demo is a community hub for neighbors to explore the lake and take part in caring for it. I will maintain it at no cost to the County. It includes a lake and history explorer, a calendar of proposed weekly paddles, monthly cleanups and history gatherings, participation and safety FAQs, and an interest form that prepares an email to the organizer for the visitor to review and send.
The calendar is clearly proposed until activities are approved and dates confirmed. The site does not claim County endorsement. The form does not silently collect submissions. The proposal is available separately; the site’s main purpose is to help residents join, learn, and volunteer. Approved rules, event details, and stewardship reports can be added as the club develops.
Sources and their limits
County process and park context: RPCA · Get Involved · Friends of the Park SOP · County park comparison
Lake history and imagery: DeKalb History Center · 1949 GSU aerial · County imagery · Federal imagery
Water use research: DNR boating · DNR fishing · DNR pond management · Historic fishing listing (outdated)
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